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The Foundation for Douglas County Schools 
works to enrich student experience and promote 
innovation. The Foundation is an independent charitable 
organization that develops private resources to support 
our students and schools.

www.foundationdcs.org
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10Financials
Total Expenses 
$4,864,065
Chapter Expenses -$4,190,360
Other Services -$403,810
Administration-$131,765
Fundraising-$120,129

7 Apple Awards
The Foundation for Douglas County Schools is proud  
to continue it’s tradition of honoring exceptional  

educators and staff who inspire a love of learning in students and are  
trailblazing extraordinary innovation in our schools. 

Over the years, the Apple Awards have grown to engage the entire community 
bringing in thousands of nominations every year for teachers and staff members 
across the district. For the 13th year, the Foundation celebrated the excellence in 
Douglas County School District receiving over 5250 nominations. 

On April 21, over 675 event attendees recognized 190  teacher and staff 
representatives, 33  finalists and five  winners.

Total Revenue 
$5,237,118
Chapter Income-$4,192,657
Contributions-$541,017
In-Kind Contributions-$362,348
Program Income-$141,096

9           In the 2017-18 school year, district-wide community   
                            events raised over $30,000  for DC Schools! Nearly 
5,500 tickets were sold for these exciting opportunities to enjoy fun 
experiences with friends and family. All tickets are discounted, and for 
     each ticket sold through the Foundation, a portion of the ticket cost 
         is donated back to Douglas County Schools!  This year, almost     
             $10 ,000  was distributed directly to schools for their 
               participation.  Additional funds went to provide grant support to our   
              students, teachers and classrooms. 

Community Events

8Chapter 
Support

 “It has been a joy  working with you. You have always been there 
for me and have been patient in helping me with all my questions. I totally 
appreciate the way that you respond  
to my emails, even to just let me 
 know that you received the information I sent.  
You truly are an asset to the district. “   
- Jasmin Hayward, LHS Football Booster Treasurer



 
     Colorado Gives4

Increased 
Scholarships 5

Awarded annually based on the criteria established by each  
scholarship fund’s donors, Foundation scholarships help  
students make their dreams come true.  
The Foundation presented 25  Scholarships totaling $37,000

        We were overwhelmed by the generosity of  
                         the DCSD community and Westerra Credit 
Union on Colorado Gives Day, December 5. Thanks to our  
amazing supporters, the Foundation was able to award over  
                                                                 $22,500+ in Opportunity  
                   Grants!  Westerra generously 
                             stepped up to match donations made to  
       the Foundation for Opportunity Grants,   
         dollar for dollar, up to $10,000 .  
                100% of donations went directly back to schools through 
           the Foundation’s Opportunity Grants program.  

Reach for the Stars6         On Thursday, June 14, the Foundation hosted 
                          the Reach for the Stars reception at the scenic 
Cherokee Ranch and Castle to raise money to purchase a Digital  
StarLab®, a state-of-the-art immersive planetarium. The event in- 
cluded a sneak-peak into the Digital StarLab®, live music and an exciting 
program showcasing the cutting-edge STEM education initiatives in Douglas 
County Schools. The evening was  filled with fun and celebration, but 
most importantly, a generous outpouring of support - grossing $40,000 
for the 68,000 students that walk our halls each day. 

3 Opportunity
Grants          The Foundation raises money through corporate and community    

     donations to bring great ideas to life. Grants are awarded to teachers 
whose requests have the potential to make the greatest impact in the classroom. This year, the Foundation gave out 
three Professional Development, two Fill the Gap Awards and eight Innovation Awards for a total of $23,445 .
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE. TOGETHER.

2Lend A Hand      2017 was the 9th year of the Foundation for Douglas County 
            School’s Lend A Hand Back to School Supply Drive.  Last 

                  year’s effort provided over 1,500   students with supplies ranging from crayons to     
                    composition books. Supplies were collected by many community organizations 
                   and individuals who contributed to the program through supply drives, 

               donations, and in-kind support. The Foundation received $67,890 
       in donated school supplies from 30  community partners.

1 StarLab
    For sixteen years Douglas County School District students were awed  

                     and inspired by experiences in the district’s portable planetarium.  

Sadly, the aging equipment served its last class of students in December of 2017, 

and had to be permanently retired due to unrepairable electrical problems. 

On June 14, the Foundation hosted the Reach for the Stars reception which  

fully-funded  a Digital StarLab®, a state-of-the-art immersive 

planetarium.  Now we can continue to inspire students of all ages to develop 

their curiosity and experience a sense of wonder while exploring the size  

and scale of the universe. As students travel to the far reaches of the galaxy  

or burrow  deep within the earth they are motivated to pursue interests in 

science, technology, engineering & mathematics (STEM) fields and to consider 

 related career paths. 

As a district resource, the planetarium will travel from school to school, 

impacting thousands of students across the district each year.


